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Archaic Terms.

30 acres = 1 yard of land.
100 acres = 1 hide of land.
40 hides = 1 barony.

The above list by no means exhausts the methods that are in
use, commercially, for the buying and selling of commodities.

A very large number of other units are in common use in various
trades, e.g., "piece," "case," "last," "barrel," "bag," "fother,"
"warp," " bale," etc., nearly all of which have a different meaning as
applied to various commodities.

In the cases given, the pound refers to the avoirdupois pound of
7000 grains, excepting in troy and apothecaries' weight.

It is clearly absurd to attempt to burden one's mind with such an
array of figures, which are only quoted here in the hope that they
may save trouble by being available for ready reference.

It is obviously highly desirable that all these empiric tables should
be abolished and that all commodities should, by law, be sold by some
fixed standards of weight and volume.

An act of 1897 legalised the use of the metric system of weights
and measures in this country, but it appears that until compulsion is
resorted to, it is not likely to become general.

The only strong objections to the general adoption of a decimal
system for weights, measure and money are that 10 does not lend itself
to easy halving, and halving (as is the case with 8 or 12), and an
admitted weakness in the human mind to "split the difference" in
bargaining. But, inasmuch as the civilised.world has accepted 10 as
the basis of notation in arithmetic, it seems evident that the only,
rational thing to simplify accounts would'be to adopt the decimal
system in all measurements, and in money.

THE END.